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Freshman Seminar Syllabus 

2011 – 2012 School Year
An “on-track” freshman is 3.5 times MORE LIKELY to graduate in 4 years than an “off-track” freshman. 
Teacher:
Ms. Jill Knopic



Course:
Freshman Seminar  

Email:

jcknopic@cps.edu







Phone:

School: (773) 534-6755 


Credits:
0.5 per semester








1 per year

Office Hours:
I am available from 7:15 until 7:45am, during 6th period lunch (15 minutes after the bell), and after 8th Period.  My prep periods are 7th and 8th.    

*Course Description: Freshman Seminar is an interdisciplinary course designed uniquely for freshman students as they transition to high school.  It integrates the theme of career and life planning into the traditional subjects of English and Math, as well as adding in technology for unit projects and assignments.  

The course uses the “Career Choices” textbook and workbook to frame unit themes.  The overview of the course is centered on the following questions; Who am I, What do I Want, and How Do I Get It?  The purpose of integrating Career Choices with academics is to create motivated learners.  

*RESPECT -All classroom rules stem from this simple saying. 


R: Responsible 

(Respect for School Property) 

E: Engaged 


(Respect for the teacher) 

S: Self-Aware 


(Respect for yourself) 

P: Prompt and Prepared 
(Respect for the classroom) 

E: Eager to Learn 

(Respect for Learning) 

C: Courteous 


(Respect for Authority) 

T: A Team Player 

(Respect for your Peers) 

-Any behavior that disrupts the learning environment of the classroom will result 

in the following progression of discipline: 


*Verbal Warning 


*Written Reflection 


*Detention 


*Phone Call home 


*Conference with the teacher  


*Write-up & removal from classroom 


*Parent Conference with the Dean of Schools 

-All school wide policies (tardies, cell phone, dress code) will be followed in room 406 as well
*Evaluation Criteria: Here is how your overall grade for each semester will be calculated:
	Grade Category
	Percentage of Grade

	Homework

(1 /week)


	10%



	In-class assignments

& Bellringer sheets

(2 /week)
	20%



	Exams/quizzes/exit slips

(1 /week)
	30%



	Projects

(2 /quarter)
	30%



	Binder Check

(2 /quarter)
	10%

	TOTAL
	100%


*Be Prepared: It is expected that you bring the following things to class everyday

-Freshman Team binder
-Agenda Book (You need this in order to receive a hall pass) 


-A Pencil 

-A good attitude!  

*Extra help: Please come see me asap if you are having trouble with any of your classes.  Together we can arrange time for extra tutoring with me or through another tutor available at the school.  

The Tutoring Centers are also open Monday through Thursday from 3-4 pm.  This is a great place to get extra help, to work with a peer on homework or if you just need a quiet place to study.  You will receive extra credit towards your Homework grade every time you attend the Tutoring Center.  

*Absent Procedure:


-Bring a note to the attendance office


-Check assignment calendar posted in 406 


-Check class binder & bins 


-See me you are unclear about a missing assignment or test 

The CPS attendance policy states that students cannot miss more than 18 class periods for the year.  If a student accumulates more than 18 absences they will not receive credit for the course.  

*School-wide Late Work Policy: 

*Homework: All grade levels: Late homework is due the next class period.  No exceptions.

*Major assignments:

9th and 10th grades: 1 week

11th grade: 2 calendar days (not class days)

12th grade: No late work for major assignments

Additional Information for success in this class:
*Binder Checks: There will be a binder check after every quarter.  You are responsible for bringing your binder to class every day and for keeping in organized. 

*Bellringer Sheets: Every day after the bell rings you are responsible for completing a bellringer.  You will have 5 minutes to independently and quietly complete the assignment.  Your worksheets will be kept in the classroom or in your binder.  They will be turned in at the end of each week for a grade.  You will also be responsible for making up problems on the sheet when you are absent.  

*Exit Slips: You will be asked to complete a daily Exit Slip or a reflection on the material taught and discussed in class.  Each day’s Exit Slip will be slightly different and it must be submitted before you leave class.  Exit Slips inform me of your progress and understanding of the course material.  They will be graded periodically (about once per week).    

*Turn in Bin: Please put all homework packets and class assignments that are collected in the bin according to your class period.  This is the best way for you to turn in your work even when you are absent or if it’s late.  Please don’t put things on my desk.  

*Classroom Computers: We are privileged at Al Raby to have computers in each classroom.  I encourage you to use them to check email and your grades, but my policy is that you ASK before you use them.

*Graphing Calculators: The Math Department is fortunate to have a classroom set of Graphing Calculator to use throughout the year.  You will be issued a calculator at the beginning of the year to use during class time, which you are responsible for taking care of and keeping in excellent condition.  

*Tentative Weekly Schedule:
	Mondays  
	Tuesdays 
	Wednesdays
	Thursdays
	Fridays

	Career Choices

*Workbook pages 
	Math (Algebra Support) 

*Skill Sheets
	AVID tutorials & Grade Checks

*Reflection Piece
	Literacy Circles 

*Discussion Log 
	Computer Skills/Projects & 

“What’s Next IL?” 


*Literacy Strategies 
Reading, writing, listening and speaking skills are integral to all subjects including mathematics.  In this course we will be implementing school-wide literacy strategies focused on meanings of words and context clues along with short answer questions, silent sustained reading, Collins writing projects, vocabulary knowledge rating scales, concept maps, graphic organizers, and Cornell notes.
Name ______________________    Period _______

Please sign & return by Friday, August 12th, 2011
In order to have a successful year each of us has a role and responsibilities; a true team effort.

We expect great things from each other!

As a student in Freshman Seminar, I promise to work hard every single day, be on time, be responsible for my own actions, and be respectful to the classroom & my classmates the entire school year.

______________________________


______________

                   Student Signature

 
                        Date

As a parent or guardian of a student in Freshman Seminar, I promise to support my child to the best of my ability, make sure that he or she is on time every day with his or her homework completed, and challenge the student to be the best person and scholar they can be.

______________________________


______________


              Parent/Guardian Signature

                        Date




Contact Information:

Phone Number(s) ________________________

Email _________________________

As the teacher of Freshman Seminar, I promise to work hard every day, come to class prepared and on time, be available and respectful with my students, and challenge myself to be the best teacher I can be.

______________________________


______________



                   Teacher Signature 


                        Date

Supply List for Fr Sem:


 


( 1 one-subject notebook 





( Freshman Team Binder (3-inch)


 


( Pencils 














*Overall Grading Scale: �Grades will be based on the following scale:





    Percent 		Grade


90 – 100 		A�80 – 89 		B�70 – 79 		C�60 – 69 		D�below 60 		F





Your grade will be updated and available for you to check on CPS’ GradeBook.  Keep yourself aware by frequently checking your grade!











