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Core Curriculum Class Lessons

Hey, Hey, Hey…Let’s Calculate That GPA! 
LESSON TITLE & SUBJECT: Hey, Hey, Hey…Let’s Calculate That GPA! (Grades Matter & GPA Calculation)

GRADE LEVEL(S): 8th or 9th 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to…
· Understand the importance of their grades
· Explain the required & competitive GPA for college admission and high athletic/extra-curricular eligibility
· Calculate their Grade Point Average (GPA)
ASCA DOMAIN + MINDSETS & BEHAVIOR STANDARDS: 
· Domains: Academic & College/Career
· Mindsets & Behaviors Standards: 
· M 2: Self Confidence in ability to succeed
· B-LS 8. Actively engage in challenging coursework
· B-LS 10. Participate in enrichment and extracurricular activities
MATERIALS:

· Lesson PowerPoint

· Laptop & projector

· 3x5 cards

· Copies of guided notes sheets for all students

· Copies of High School Class & A-G College Eligibility Requirements sheet

· Pre/post assessment (via GoogleForms)
PROCEDURES:

Slide 1: Welcome
· Welcome students to the class and share the lesson title (Hey, Hey, Hey….Let’s Calculate that GPA) and topic (importance of grades in high school and learning how to calculate grade point average).
Slide 2: School Counseling Department Introduction
· Remind students about the members of the school counseling department including the school counselors and any additional support staff (guidance clerks, interns, etc.). 
· Ask students to share what they know about the role of a school counselor. Depending on what students share, the counselor may also want to add that their job is to students be successful in school by: teaching them lessons on a variety of topics including academics and well-being (like today), helping them create goals for now and the future, supporting them with any problems at school or personally, planning schoolwide events like College Signing Day, and helping everyone at school feel safe and happy.
Slide 3: Behavior Expectations 

· Remind students of the three Potter R’s (be ready, respectful, and responsible) and ask them to repeat them together. 
· Praise the class for already demonstrating the three R’s and list specific examples (such as, “You are all showing me respect by staying quiet while I am talking.” “I can see how responsible you are by having a writing utensil ready.”). 
· Tell students that one part of being ready and responsible during today’s lesson is to complete their guided notes worksheet during the lesson. 
· Ask two students to quickly and quietly pass out the guided notes to each student. 
Slide 4: Objectives
· Explain the objectives are the focus of the presentation and what students are intended to learn. Ask students to participate in “drop in reading” – the counselor will read the non-underlined portion of the objectives and the students will read the underlined portion of the objectives together. By the end of the lesson, we will be able to… 
· Understand the importance of our grades
· Explain the required & competitive GPA for college admission and for high school athletic/extra-curricular eligibility
· Calculate our Grade Point Average (GPA)
· Tell the students the objectives are aligned to the school counseling standards at the bottom of the slide. 
Slide 5: Access Prior Knowledge
· Ask students to quietly think about the reason grades are important. 
· While they are thinking, ask two students to pass out a 3x5 card to each student. 
· Tell the students to write their first and last name on the top of the card, and then write down at least two reasons grades are important. Explain the example on the PowerPoint (name and numbered items). 
· Walk around and observe while students are writing, noticing any specific students you’d like to call on to share and any you’d want to avoid. 
· After several minutes, regroup the class and call on the students you noticed and/or ask students in general to share. As each student shares one example, ask the class to raise their hand if they wrote down something similar. 
· After calling on three to four students, ask all students to rise their cards up in the air and for two students to quickly and quietly collect all the cards and bring them up to the front as you proceed with the next slide. 
Slide 6: Grades Matter (Input)
· Explain that grades matter for a variety of reasons now and in the future, as was just discussed.

· Tell students you will be specifically discussing how grades matter in high school for eligibility for sports and extra-curricular activities, along with graduation. The lesson will also talk about how grades will impact students in the future such as for college and other post-secondary options. 

Slide 7: Grades Matter – Research (Input)
· Explain to students that there is research from US News and World Report of high school freshman that explains the importance of getting good grades. 

· Use the 3x5 cards to select a student to read the first bullet-point - How well students performed academically in 9th grade predicted students’ future success.
· Then ask the student sitting next to the student who just read to read the next bullet point - 9th graders with A’s, B’s, and C’s were much more likely to graduate high school than their classmates with lower grades; and the following student to read the last bullet - Academically strong 9th graders were more likely to attend college. 
Slide 8: Grades Matter – Graduation (Input)
· Direct students to the guided notes sheet that was passed out at the beginning of the class, that they will begin filing in.
· Explain that you will again use “drop in reading” for students to read the underlined sections, and they will also fill the information in on their guided notes.

· Total of 220 credits needed to graduate

· Credits are “points” you receive for each class you pass with a D or higher

· Passing one full year class at Potter HS = 10 credits
· Students generally earn 60 credits each year                                           



· If you get an F in a required class you have to take the class again (
· Walk around the room while presenting information on this slide to ensure students are filling in their guided notes sheet.
Slide 9: Grades Matter – Sports & Activities (Input)
· Continue to use “drop in reading” to explain sports and other activity eligibility, while walking around the classroom to ensure students are filing in guided notes.
· Student athletes must maintain a 2.0 GPA
· No more than 1 F on quarter progress report or final report card

· Students need 2.0 or higher to be club leaders, attend college fieldtrips, and earn a work permit
Slide 10: Access Prior Knowledge
· Explain to students that their choices now can impact them as they begin thinking about life after high school. 
· Ask students to think about their post-secondary goals and what they can do now to get there (and allow about 20 seconds of silent think time).

· Ask students to pair with a partner to discuss their thought to the questions, and alert them you’ll be using the 3x5 cards to call on a few students to answer.
· While students are talking with their neighbor, walking around to listen to their answers and prompt students with good answers that you may call on them.
· After several minutes, call on several students to share their answers with the class.

Slide 11: College Eligibility Requirements (Input)
· Ask students to read the statement describing the A-G requirements all together – classes required to take and pass to attend most California colleges (UC’s and CSU’s) – and fill in the information on their guided notes sheet. 
· Explain that students who want to attend a University of California (UC) or California State University (CSU) need to complete the A-G requirement classes, and the grade they need in these classes to count towards college is a C-. Ask students, “What grade do you need in A-G classes?” so they repeat the word C-, and also remind them to fill it into their guided notes sheet.

· Tell students that even if students aren’t sure if they want to go to college they should still take and pass these classes so they can have all the options available to them.

Slide 12: College Eligibility Requirements (Input)
· Discuss the difference between eligible for college and competitive, and share difference between eligible GPA’s and the average GPA’s for students who were admitted:  
California State Universities (CSUs)
· GPA’S of 2.0 or above are eligible

· Accepted students generally had GPA 3.2+
University of California (UCs) 
· GPA’S of 3.0 or above are eligible
· Accepted students generally had GPA 3.5-4.0+
· Explain to students that being competitive means working hard in their classes to get higher than the minimum and also reinforcing what students said about what they can do now (like study, join clubs, etc.)
· Remind students they will also need to take the SAT and/or ACT test, and the counselor will share more information about this in a future class lesson.

Slide 13: High School Class & A-G College Eligibility Requirements (Input)
· Explain to freshmen that most, if not all, classes they are currently taking are likely helping them become eligible for graduation and for the A-G requirements. 

· Ask two students to pass out the Potter High School Graduation Requirements and UC/CSU A-G Requirements sheet to see how the classes compare. 

· Discuss a few examples:

· Ask students to put their finger on the number of years of history they need to graduate from high school, and then say it out loud (3 years). Then ask them to slide their finger to the right to read how many years they need to be A-G eligible (2 years).
· Ask students to move their finger down to math and ask them how many years they need for graduation (2 years), and then how many they need for A-G (3 years, but 4 recommended). Explain how taking more than the minimum number of classes can be important to be competitive for college acceptance.

Slide 14: What is GPA? (Input)
· Ask students to chorally read what GPA stands for (Grade Point Average)

· Explain that each letter grade equals a certain point value, which makes up student GPAs. GPAs are calculated at the end of each quarter, when final grades are released.

· Ask students to fill in the number of points on their guided notes sheets for College Pre/Non-Honors/ Non-AP as the numbers come out one by one from the PowerPoint animation.

· Tell students that honors and AP (advanced placement) classes earn more GPA points because they are accelerated, rigorous classes.

Slide 15: How Do We Calculate GPA? (Input)

· Explain students will now learn how to calculate their GPA, so they can understand where they stand for sports/activities eligibility and college eligibility.
· GPA is calculated by adding up the total number of points per grade, and divide by the total number of classes. Remind students to fill in the formula on their guided notes sheet.

Slide 16: Let’s Practice Calculating GPA (Modeling/Guided Practice)

· Guide students through the GPA example, asking the class to chorally say how many points each grade is worth, and then add up the total GPA points together (14).

Slide 17: Let’s Practice Calculating GPA (Modeling/Guided Practice)  

· Remind students of the formula for GAP calculation (total points, divided by the number of classes) and divide 14 by 6 (answer: 2.33). 

· Explain that most times the number of classes will be six, unless they take zero period or after school classes.

Slide 18: Now It’s Your Turn to Calculate GPA (Guided/Independent Practice) 

· Explain to students they will calculate their own GPA based on their first quarter grades. 

· To find their grades, students will need to logon to their StudentVue account. Remind them how to do the following:
· Go to the Website: www.PotterStudentVue.com
· Login: Student ID number
· Password: Initials (lower case) + birthdate
· BEFORE setting students loose to logon, remind them their quarter grades will be in red. 
Slide 19: Now It’s Your Turn to Calculate GPA (Guided/Independent Practice) 

· BEFORE students begin to calculate their GPA, remind students of the GPA formula and the points for each letter, which they wrote on their guided notes sheet.

Slide 20: Now It’s Your Turn to Calculate GPA (Guided/Independent Practice)
· Remind students to use the guided notes worksheet to calculate their GPA by writing down their class names, grades, and grade points on the form. Also remind students that grades are private.
· Tell students they will have 10 minutes to go online to check their grades and calculate their GPA. Explain that the bar on the bottom of the PowerPoint screen is a timer, and the color will start filling in as the time passes, so they can gauge their time. 

· As students begin logging on to their accounts and calculating their GPA, walk around the room to answer questions, support students struggling to logon, and monitoring completion time. If the class finishes before the time is up, click forward on the PowerPoint to automatically make the timer stop.
Slide 21: Options to Improve Grades (Input)

· Use the 3x5 cards to select student to read the first bullet-point, then ask the student sitting next to the student who just read to read the next bullet point, etc. to read the options around the room:

· Check your StudentVue account weekly & make up missing assignments

· Organize your backpack & use your planner 

· Dedicate time for homework & studying

· Attend weekly tutoring

· Tuesdays & Thursdays in library

· Wednesdays at lunch in room 33

· Practice math skills on Khan Academy
Slide 22: Credit Recovery Options (Guided/Independent Practice)

· Explain that students who need to make up credits, so they can be on track to graduate, will meet with school counselors. Their options are:

· Make up classes through summer school
· Sign up for Apex online courses
· Restart classes the following semester
Slide 23: Goal – All Students Graduating!
· Tell students that your job is to support ALL students in graduating on time with their class, and you believe they can do it!

Slide 24: Lesson Objectives Review
· Share each of the sentence frames reviewing objectives with the class one by one, and call on students using the 3x5 cards to answer:

· Grades are important because ____________

· The required GPA for attending the CSU’s is ____       and for the UC’s is ______.                                                           (But remember, to be competitive, keep your GPA even higher!)
· In order to play sports in high school, a GPA of ___ is needed. 

· Remind students they can all now calculate their grade point average

Slide 24: Lesson Objectives Review
· Share each of the sentence frames reviewing objectives with the class one by one, and call on students using the 3x5 cards to answer:

· Grades are important because ____________

· The required GPA for attending the CSU’s is ____       and for the UC’s is ______.                                                           (But remember, to be competitive, keep your GPA even higher!)
· In order to play sports in high school, a GPA of ___ is needed. 

· Remind students they can all now calculate their grade point average

PLAN FOR EVALUATION  
Process Data: 

· Who: 8th and/or 9th grade students (list total number)
· What: Students receive a lesson on why grades matter and how to calculate their grade point average
· When: Spring for 8th grade students or fall for 9th grade students
· Where: Taught in English classes 

Perception Data:

· Pre/post assessment (Pre-administered a week prior to the lesson via GoogleForms, post-assessment given immediately after the lesson, using Kahoot!)

· Attitudes: 

% of students who believe their grades will impact them in the future
· Knowledge:

% of students who know what GPA stands for 

% of students who know the different point values for each letter grade to calculate GPA

· Skill

% of students who can calculate GPA

Outcome Data:

· Tracking the GPA for students before and after the lesson (looking for increase)
· Tracking the % of students on track to graduate 
FOLLOW UP
The school counseling department will monitor grades for each quarter to track changes. School counselors will also identify students with failing grades, who will receive “Grade Check Workshops” to discuss goals for improvement and credit recovery options.
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